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Chemical	
  Use	
  in	
  Health	
  Care	
  –	
  	
  
WHAT	
  HEALTH	
  CARE	
  DOES	
  MATTERS	
  

•  Health	
  care	
  sector	
  spends	
  over	
  $106	
  billion	
  on	
  chemicals	
  and	
  chemical	
  
products	
  every	
  year.	
  (includes	
  pharmaceuAcals)	
  	
  
•  $35	
  billion	
  in	
  direct	
  expenditures	
  

•  Health	
  care	
  sector	
  accounts	
  for	
  about	
  one	
  third	
  of	
  chemicals	
  and	
  chemical	
  
products	
  purchased	
  by	
  top	
  16	
  industrial	
  sectors	
  (the	
  2nd	
  largest)	
  
•  	
  spending	
  more	
  than	
  the	
  agricultural	
  sector	
  on	
  direct	
  purchases	
  of	
  chemicals	
  



“Kaiser	
  Permanente’s	
  mission	
  is	
  to	
  
improve	
  the	
  health	
  of	
  our	
  members	
  and	
  
communiAes	
  we	
  serve.	
  	
  We	
  can’t	
  do	
  that	
  
without	
  helping	
  to	
  address	
  
environmental	
  contributors	
  to	
  disease.	
  
We	
  work	
  on	
  safer	
  chemicals,	
  climate	
  
acAon	
  and	
  sustainable	
  food	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  
prevent	
  cancer,	
  new	
  infecAous	
  diseases,	
  
diabetes	
  and	
  other	
  condiAons	
  linked	
  to	
  
polluAon.”	
  Kathy	
  Gerwig,	
  VP,	
  
Environmental	
  Stewardship	
  Officer	
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Kaiser	
  Permanente:	
  $14	
  Billion	
  Products/Services	
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Dignity	
  Health	
  (Catholic	
  Healthcare	
  West):	
  	
  
5th	
  largest	
  health	
  system	
  in	
  the	
  US	
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Premier:	
  $36	
  Billion	
  Annual	
  Volume	
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NovaAon:	
  $40	
  Billion	
  Purchasing	
  Volume	
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Standardized	
  Environmental	
  Disclosure	
  
QuesAons:	
  $135	
  Billion	
  in	
  Purchasing	
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Standardized	
  Environmental	
  Disclosure	
  QuesAons:	
  
Chemicals	
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Healthier	
  Hospitals	
  IniAaAve	
  	
  

•  11	
  Sponsoring	
  HHI	
  systems	
  alone	
  represent	
  90,000	
  
hospital	
  beds,	
  $13	
  billion	
  in	
  purchasing,	
  and	
  700,000	
  
employees	
  

•  ParAcipaAng	
  hospitals	
  join	
  for	
  FREE	
  
•  Goal	
  is	
  to	
  sign	
  up	
  hundreds	
  of	
  hospitals	
  naAon-­‐wide	
  
•  Metrics	
  tracked	
  on	
  6	
  major	
  iniAaAves	
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Smarter	
  Purchasing	
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