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Project history 
 

GC3 project group began 3 years ago to engage retailers and 
share best practices 
 

 Released report: Best Practices in Product Chemicals 
Management in the Retail Industry 
 Case studies of Apple, Boots, Green Depot, Patagonia, 

REI, Staples, and Walmart 
 11 best practices identified 
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2011-2012 accomplishments:   
 
 

1. The Retailer Portal: Tools to Evaluate Chemical Ingredients in 
Products and Companion Document 

2. Draft Business Case for Retailers: Using Green Chemistry to Sell 
Safer Products  

3. Compilation of Retailer Chemicals Policy Efforts 
4. Inventory of Initiatives and Organizations Advancing Safer 

Chemicals and Products  
5. Retail Webinar Series 
 



Engaging Retailers in the Adoption of Safer Products 

The Retailer Portal: Tools to Evaluate Chemical 
Ingredients in Products and Companion Document 
 

 Retail operation classified by 20 product sectors - e.g., 
apparel & footwear, electronics, toys 

 Tools classified into 4 categories: 
 Restricted Substances Lists (RSLs) 
 Standards, Certifications and Labels 
 Third-Party Evaluation Tools and Systems 
 Consumer guides 
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A Business Case for Retailers: Using Green 
Chemistry to Sell Safer Products  

 

 To help decision makers within retail operations 
understand green chemistry 
 The relationship between green chemistry and safer 

products  
 The benefits of selling products made using green 

chemistry 
 

Currently in draft form  
 

 



Retailer Chemicals Policy Efforts 
 

 

 Online resource 
 Provides information on policies that address chemical 

hazards in products   
 Policies include: RSLs; general chemicals/materials policies; 

product sustainability indices; & general sustainability 
program & policy information. 

 
 

 
 

 

Engaging Retailers in the Adoption of Safer Products 
 



Inventory of Initiatives and Organizations Advancing 
Safer Chemicals and Products  
 

 To understand the landscape of initiatives and organizations 
relevant to retailers that are advancing sustainability with a 
focus on safer chemicals and products 

 12 initiatives and organizations including purpose, 
membership, industry sector focus, and past and current 
projects.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Engaging Retailers in the Adoption of Safer Products 
 



Retail Webinar Series 
 

 To educate retailers new to discussion about pursuing safer 
and greener products and advance dialogue with retailers 
already engaged 

 Highlight activities of forward thinking retailers in products 
chemical management 
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Ideas for Continuing the Work in 2012-2013 
 



Join the discussion at the project group meeting 
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Ideas for 2012-2013 
 

 Continue retailer webinar series  
 Complete Business Case for Retailers: Using Green Chemistry 

to Sell Safer Products  
 Plan for national summit for retailers with goals to:  
 Understand drivers for safer products 
 Share experiences 
 Provide information on tools and approaches  
 Determine effective supply chain management  
 Build long term collaborations in retail sector & with 

suppliers to advance safer chemicals and products.  
 

 


	Overview of GC3 Project Group Activities�Engaging Retailers in the Adoption of Safer Products
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Ideas for Continuing the Work in 2012-2013�
	Slide Number 12

