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Who is AFIRM? 
• Apparel & Footwear International RSL 

Management Group 
• Established in July 2004 
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AFIRM Mission 

• To reduce the use and impact of 
harmful substances in the 
apparel and footwear supply 
chain 
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Current Members 
• adidas-Group 
• BESTSELLER 
• Carhartt 
• ESPRIT 
• Gap, Inc. 
• Gymboree 
• H&M 
• Hugo Boss 
• J.CREW 

• Levi Strauss & Co. 
• New Balance 
• Nike 
• Pentland 
• PUMA 
• s.Oliver 
• Warnaco 
• Wolverine World Wide 
• VF Corporation 
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What Exactly is the 
Toolkit? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
• Collection of resources to help the 

global apparel/footwear supply chain 
understand and reduce the use and 
impact of harmful substances 
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New 2011 AFIRM 
Supplier Toolkit 

• Published November 2011 
• Responds to Supplier Feedback 

– Geared toward suppliers 
– More detailed information on more 

chemicals 
– Improved formatting and internal links 

• Available in Chinese & Vietnamese 
– More languages planned in 2013 
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New 2011 AFIRM         
Supplier Toolkit 

• Key Additions 
– RSL Failures with corrective action 

examples in simple format 
– Detailed Chemical Guidance Document 

with full Index 
 

• Resources available for all levels of 
technical expertise 
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Toolkit Table of Contents 
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Where are the risks? 
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Background on 
Restricted Substances 
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Appendix B - Factory 
Management Plan 
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Appendix D – Best Practices   
to Avoid RSL Issues 
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Appendix E – RSL  
Corrective Actions 
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Appendix E – RSL  
Corrective Actions 
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Appendix E – RSL  
Corrective Actions 

15 

  Toolkit Table of Contents 



Appendix F – Detailed 
Chemical Guidance Document 
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Appendix F – Detailed 
Chemical Guidance Document 
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Appendix F – Detailed 
Chemical Guidance Document 
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Appendix G – MSDS Examples 
and Explanations 
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Appendix I – Screen Printing 
Best & Worst Practices 
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Appendix J – Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQ) 
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Appendix L – Additional Online 
Resources 
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AFIRM Toolkit Website 
• http://www.afirm-group.com/supplierrsltool.htm 

 
• Contact:  info@afirm-group.com 
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